





February 2, 1059 
&QOp.m. 



MEMOtfAMEUM OF CONVERSATION WITH 
S3N&T0R J. W1LUAM PVUBflKHiT 



V«'e expressed mutual hopes that we could cooperate so that US 
foreign policy would not be kapetent during these two years. Senator 
Fulfcrlght recalled his concern about functioning with a sharp political 
division between the Executive and the Congress and recalled his 1846 
suggestion that Truman resign* 

Wo discussed what Senator Fulbrlght considered# and I agreed, 
was overemphasis on the military aspect of our mutual aid programs. 
I said, however, that there were practical probleoas to he Oealt with and 
that it wo carries out our theory to* rigidiy the practical result would be 
that many Irlsncliy governments would collapse and Comoaunlssi would 
take over. I mentioned that in many oi the newer countries the 
democratic government was breaking down aad authority resided 
primarily la the military force and that the military deumaded u<lw and 
better weapons and wore noi satisfied with weapons &&oe;<&te for internal 
security purposes. 

Senator l^uibright expressed sosae concern that the commission to 
study this problem was overweighted with *nilitary peoplSt 

military 

I referred to the situation in Iran aad ts» the Sftah's/Jaaaads which 
we thought excessive and beyond the capacity of the country to sustain. 
I said thai as a result he was flirting with the Russians and with a possible 
non-aggression pact. Senator Fulbrlght recalled that he and Dillon had 
last ysar met with the JS&ah and had been impressed with his overemphasis 
on the military. He indicated agreement with cur policy of standing firm 
against increased military aid cosu&ltmente. 

We discussed the problem ot %®rttn and Germany and the desirability 
o< new initiatives, U only far psychological purposes. I said that there were 
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many aaefui tsiltsativas that could be taken 11 the U3 were alone. However, 
we were not Uko the Soviet Union which could maneuver lor tactical pur^ 
posea. Any proposal that we mad* dealt with the Interests of allies; it was 
a long laborious process to get agreement and it involved political factor* 
la each ol the allied countries. This effectively prohibited quick initiatives 
primarily tor tactical and psychological purposes to put the Soviets on the 
defensive. 

Senator Fulbright thought we sha^M consider '^engagement' and 
a withdrawal oi Soviet forces to tho Soviet Union men though this Involved 
withdrawing MU forces to the United Slates. While, of course, this put 
ua much farther away, that was the situation before the war began and he 
ielt that ovr Kwrooeaa allies could rely upon our premises to c©a*e into 
the war U there were one* i aald that the West Gercaaas in particular at* 
tached the utmost importance to having adeijuate US forces ia the front 
Una so that if there were an attack, the United States would clearly be 
engaged froca the beginning. Fulbri^ht thought there ought to be greater 
dependence apoa our promises acd mt so much dejpendsuce upon our 
physical presence ia Germany. 

The Senator eald he thought that the Bureau oi the Ssdget was ex- 
ercising too much pottey responsibility, X think he particularly had in 
mind the use oi toads for ct-Utarai exchange, etc. 

X eatd I would probably be sendteg home daily cables and that I 
would as& Ur* Macoaiber to keep bins promptly informed of any significant 
devclojKsisnt. 

2 said J hoped we could see each other frequently en an informal 
basin. X said that X used tfr have breakfast occasionally with Senator George 
bat that I was not very keen about fereafefnst conferences and preferred to 
read the newspaper and liatea to the. morning radio, 'Xiie Senator said ha 
aieo did net like business breaan&sts* 1 said we mijjat perhaps ride down 
to our offices together. He said, however, he did not generally leave until 
about 0:00 and X said that was a tyt late tor me. However, we might try to 
work something out along these er similar Urns. 

The atmeaphere was throughout friendly and the differences that 
emerged wer» primarily due to feis insistence wpen peUeles which i conceded 
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wfcre WieoyoUcfcUy eoua<a but which I jfeu could j&oi be carried out In e 
abrupt way without e«riou» fcf&ct upon allied relattcua. 
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